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America of a prosperous white farmer in Wisconsin as
France is from China.

The importance that criticism and belles-lettres take
today can be understood only if we recognize these two
characteristics of our society: the tendency toward in-
dividuation of experience, and the change in the mean-
ing of the word tradition.

The contemporary critic has two primary tasks.
Firstly he must show the individual that though he is
unique he has also much in common with all other in-
dividuals, that each life is, to use a chemical metaphor,
an isomorph of a general human life and then must
teach him how to see the relevance to his own experience
of works of art which deal with experiences apparently
strange to him; so that, for example, the coal miner
in Pennsylvania can learn to see himself in terms of
the world of Ronald Firbank, and an Anglican bishop
find in The Grapes of Wrath a parable of his diocesan
problems.

And secondly the critic must attempt to spread a
knowledge of past cultures so that his audience may be
as aware of them as the artist himself, not only simply
in order to appreciate the latter, but because the situa-
tion of all individuals, artist and audience alike, in an
open society is such that the only check on authorita-
rian control by the few, whether in matters of esthetic
taste or political choice, is the knowledge of the many.
We cannot of course all be experts in everything; we
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